March 31, 2020

Dear all foreign teachers, CHINA UNIVERSITY

OF MINING AND TECHNOLOGY
First of all, please accept my greetings from the China University of Mining
and Technology here in Xuzhou.

In the meantime, on behalf of the University, I would like to extend my sincere
appreciation to all of you for your commitment to help maintain a favorable
teaching and education order in the spring semester since the outbreak of
COVID-19 back in January this year. On-line teaching is far from easy. It has
become even more challenging in the situation of time difference for those
who are overseas at the moment, but you have handled it with a professional
manner.

As is reported, the situation of COVID-19 pandemic here in China has been
improving. Thus, as many other universities in China, CUMT is working on a
plan for reopening school scheduled for the middle of April.

However, in view of the rapid spread of COVID-19 across the world, China is
still taking strict and comprehensive precautionary measures. According to
the latest announcement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the National
Immigration Administration of the People’s Republic of China, China has
decided to temporarily suspend the entry into China by foreign nationals
holding visas or residence permits still valid to the time of this announcement,
effective from 0 a.m. March 28, 2020. Under such guidelines, foreign teachers
who are overseas at this point will not be able to enter China. We strongly
suggest you stay where you currently are and reduce nonessential travel, and
hope you all will take good care of yourself and your family and stay sound
and healthy. You will continue with on-line teaching or research as before.

For foreign teachers who are currently in Xuzhou, you will follow University’s
guidelines to get prepared for undertaking classroom teaching as your Chinese
colleagues.

We will stay in close contact with all the sides involved and let you know, as
soon as possible, the information concerning your return to China as well as

work arrangements here at CUMT.
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Virus knows of no national boundaries and this outbreak, like the previous
ones, poses a threat to us all. During the difficult times, let us not weaken our
efforts because of fear, but strengthen our resolve through confidence.

In conclusion, I wish you all the best, and look forward to seeing you again at
CUMT in the near future.

(B

Professor ZHOU Fubao
Vice President of CUMT
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